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Introduction

A man – a box – a change is the story of a man named Obededom who lived-in the time of King Saul and King David.  Twenty times the Scriptures mention his name and there is controversy over who he was.  Some say he was one man and others say he was several different men.  This story does not try to solve that dispute but its intent is to inspire both nonbelievers and believers.

Obededom met the Living God when a King dropped off a wooden box at his house.  It made a change in him and he left all and followed that wooden box.  His reward was beyond measure but the real story was his dedication and devotion to the God whose presence was in that box.  There was never a word written that he uttered but his actions speak volumes.

He feared and worshiped God and did all that was within him to be close to Him who was the giver of all life.

Solomon captured His actions in Ecclesiastes 12:13 (Amplified Bible):

“All has been heard; the end of the matter is: Fear God [revere and worship Him, knowing that He is and keep His commandments, for this is the whole of man [the full, original purpose of his creation, the object of God's providence, the root of character, the foundation of all happiness, the adjustment to all inharmonious circumstances and conditions under the sun] and the whole [duty] for every man.”
That wooden box was the ‘arc of the Covenant’ that symbolizes the Cross of Calvary and the blood shed there by Jesus Christ for all humanity.  

The unbeliever will find salvation and redemption in that blood and Wooden Cross.  It will lead them in finding eternal life.

Obededom by his dedication to the ‘Only true God’ whose presence was in that wooden box will inspire the believer.  The born-again believer must never lose sight of the wooden Cross of Calvary and the One who shed his blood there.  Obededom did everything within his power to get as close to his cross, the wooden box, and all that it symbolized.

“Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.” (Psalm 85:10-11).
Bob Furlin

Chapter 1 - The Man

Obededom a Hittite a native of the Philistine city of Gath was unaware of the changes that would soon occur in his life. 

 He was a descendent of Esau that is Edom the son of Isaac and grandson of Abraham.  Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of lentil stew and God was not happy with him and changed his name to Edom. He took wives of the Canaanites one of which was Adah the daughter of Elon a Hittite.  His birthright as the elder son meant nothing to him and he sold it for a temporary need. 

The story passed down to Obed by his father made an impression on him.  His family was farmers and his people were worshippers of the gods of Edom.  Nevertheless, the only true God would eventually bless Obed above all others in his family.

The God of Israel had made himself known to the Philistines and they wove His attributes into their experiences and songs. Obed remembered the stories told him and used God’s wisdom and guidance in his everyday life.

His family called him Obed because it meant the servant who honors god in the right way and they thought it meant their god, Dagon.  
Gath the Philistines city that he lived-in was one of five Philistine city-states.  They settled it in northwestern Philistia and the king of the city was Achish.

They tried to raise Obed to worship Dagon the god of the Philistines.  The idol was half man and half fish.  Dagon actually meant fish and represented fertility and the power of nature and reproduction.  However, God had reached out to Obed with His grace and mercy to make him aware of His presence.  
There were many notable men from the city of Gath, one of which was a giant called Goliath.  Obed admired the giant who towered over all the people being over nine feet tall.  The giant made him proud to be a Philistine and his father told him of their proud heritage.  He could also trace his roots back to Ham the son of Noah who built the Arc and was one of eight who survived the big flood.  

His ancestors were ‘people of the seas’ and they were a restless warlike trading people who migrated to distant lands and islands.  They set up colonies on the island of Crete by setting up trading posts then using force of arms to subdue the indigenous people.  

They prospered for over two hundred years and became strong enough to conquer the Hittite Empire in Asia Minor and many of the nations along the Mediterranean coast.  They became bold enough to invade Egypt but the Egyptians defeated them in a big sea battle in the Nile delta.  

The Egyptians made them servants and granted them the use of lands for submitting and vowing faithfulness and military service.  In exchange for that commitment, the Egyptians placed them in Egyptian fortified cities up the coast in southwestern Canaan where small Philistine colonies already existed.  

His ancestors formed a league of five major cities Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and his city Gath.  A "lord or king" ruled them but he was more like a tyrant. They were absolute rulers, unjust, cruel, and oppressive such as their present king, Achish.  

Eventually the Egyptians became weak and they rose up, broke away from the Egyptian yoke, and in time ruled most of the land of Canaan from Sinai to Galilee.  They had advanced to the Iron Age while their enemies, the Israelites and Canaanites, still used Bronze Age technologies. 

They were invincible on the battlefield with their chariots of iron while their enemies used axes, mattocks, ox goads, sickles, or sharpened sticks.

Obed never joined in with those who reveled in their victories or indulged in the drinking and debauchery.  However, he did associate with those that did.  The Philistines were famous for their production and consumption of alcoholic drinks. They ran their spirits industry very efficiently.   They had breweries and wineries even retail outlets that advertised beer, wine, and strong drink.   They would hold weeklong drinking parties that they called feasts but were nothing more than drinking parties and binges.

The city surrounded by thirteen-feet-thick walls made Obed feel safe.  He enjoyed shopping in the marketplace with all of its plentiful goods.  He watched as the people worshipped in the temple of Dagon that held around three thousand worshipers.  
They would leap across the threshold of Dagon as they entered the temple. It was part of their worship and everyone entering would leap.
They would worship the idol god by singing and playing instruments.  They would try to entice Obed to join in their worship, as he was a good singer. He also could play many instruments and was especially good in playing the lyre.  It was a stringed instrument of the harp family having two curved arms connected at the upper end by a crossbar, used to accompany a singer or reciter of poetry.

He listened as they sang a song of praise to Dagon when they captured Samson. It was a hollow song because of the exploits of Samson.  He was a Nazarite and set apart for God's service.  He did not cut his hair or drink alcohol. His exploits included tearing a lion apart with his bare hands, killing a company of the men of Ashdod, setting fire to their fields and orchards, and slaughtering a thousand men with the jawbone of an ass. 
Caught up in his own power he forgot that his strength came from the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He fell in love with Delilah a Philistine who coaxed him to reveal the secret of his great strength.  She enticed him to fall asleep in her lap and then called for a man to help her cut off his hair.  She then called for the Lords of Philistines who gave her money.

“The Philistines are on you, Samson!” she cried out.

He awoke out of his sleep and said,  “I will go out as I have time after time and shake myself free,” he did not know the Lord had left from him.
His strength was in his hair and he awoke out of his sleep and said, “I will go out as I have time after time and shake myself free,”  he did not know the Spirit of the Lord had left from him. 

The Philistines laid hold of him, bored out his eyes.  They brought him down to Gaza and bound him with two bronze chains; and he ground at the mill in the prison.  However, his hair was the secret of his strength and it began to grow again. 

Then the Philistine lords gathered to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon and to rejoice, for they said, “Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hands.”

When the people saw Samson, they praised their god and they said, “Our god has delivered into our hands our enemy, the ravager of our country, who has slain many of us.”

When their hearts were merry with drink they said, “Call for Samson, that he may entertain us.”

 They brought the blind Samson out of the prison so they could mock and ridicule him.  They made him stand between the pillars of the building.

Samson said to the lad who held him by the hand, “Allow me to feel the pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean against them.” 

   The house was full of men and women; all the Philistine princes were there, and on the roof were about 3,000 men and women who looked on while Samson struggled. 

    Samson called to the Lord and said, “O Lord God, remember me, I pray You, and strengthen me, I pray You, only this once, O God, and let me have one vengeance on the Philistines for both my eyes.” 

    Samson laid hold of the two middle pillars by which held the house up, one with his right hand and the other with his left. 

    Samson cried, “Let me die with the Philistines!” he bowed himself mightily, and the house fell on the princes and on all the people that were in it. Therefore, the dead whom he slew at his death were more than they whom he slew in his life.
Obed traveled to Gaza, one of the five city-states, with his sons that day as they planned on going to the event.  They arrived late and could not get into the temple filled with a cheering throng.  They were standing outside when Samson toppled the pillars and they helped administer to those few that survived the collapse of the building.

Once again, Obed escaped the disaster as God had a plan for him knowing his heart.

The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.
Ruth 2:12
Chapter 2

Obed saw his fellow citizens’ faith in their god shaken by further events that would soon occur.  A young Israelite would kill their hero, Goliath.      

He was there the first day his people gathered their armies for battle against the Israelites.  They assembled at Socoh and encamped between Socoh and Azekah in Ephes-dammim.  The Israeli King Saul and his men encamped in the Valley of Elah and drew up in battle array against them.   

For forty days, they stood on one side of a mountain and the Israelis stood on another mountain with the Valley of Elah between them.
Each day Goliath their champion went out of the camp to challenge the enemy.  He was awesome standing almost ten feet with his bronze helmet on his head and bronze coat of mail that weighed about 157 pounds.  He had bronze shin armor on his legs and a bronze javelin across his shoulders.  The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam with the iron spear's head weighing 18 pounds.  A shield bearer went before him. 

 Every day Goliath would stand and shout to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves and let him come down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.  I defy the ranks of Israel this day; give me a man that we may fight together.” 

Obed could see that when Saul and all the Israelis heard those words they became dismayed and greatly afraid.  When they saw Goliath all the men of Israel including King Saul fled from him very terrified. 

An Israelite said, “Have you seen this man who has come out? Clearly, he has come out to defy Israel.  To the man who kills him King Saul will supply that man with abundance of anything desirable and great riches.  Plus he will give him his daughter and make his father's house free from taxes and service in Israel.”

A young shepherd boy called David said to the man standing next to him, “What shall we do for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel?  Who does this uncircumcised Philistine think he is that he should defy the armies of the living God?”

The man answered, “Didn’t you heart what I said?  The King will do for that man Exactly what I said.”

When Eliab David’s eldest brother heard what David said to the man, he became angry with him and said, “Why did you come here?  With whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness?  I know your presumption and evilness of heart; for you came down that you might see the battle.”

David said, “Now, what have I done?  Was it not a harmless question?” 
David turned away from Eliab to others and he asked the same question, and again the men gave him the same answer.

When King Saul heard what David had said he called for him.  When David came before King Saul, he said to his king, “Let no man's heart fail because of this Philistine because your servant will go out and fight with him.”

Saul replied to David, “You are not able to go to fight against this Philistine. You are only an adolescent, and he has been a warrior from his youth.”

David boldly answered, “Your servant kept his father's sheep and anytime there came a lion or a bear and took a lamb out of the flock I went out after it.  I smote it and delivered the lamb out of its mouth and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, struck it, and killed it.  Your servant killed both the lion and the bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God! 

David continued, “The Lord Who delivered me out of the paw of the lion and out of the paw of the bear.  He will also deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.”

“Go, and the Lord be with you!” Saul said to David impressed at the boy’s faith.

Then Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head, clothed him with a coat of mail, and gave him his sword.

Then David tried to walk, but could not, for he was not accustomed to all the equipment. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for I am not comfortable with them. And he took them off.”

The next day Obed saw a fair faced young adolescent male with a healthy reddish color approach his hero.  The young boy had a staff in one hand and a sling in the other.  He had a whole kid's skin pouch slung across his shoulder and in it were five smooth stones that he got out of a brook.

“Look they have sent a Shepherd boy up against our Champion,” someone in the crowed laughed.

The man standing next to Obed whispered to him, “The boy’s name is David and he does tend sheep.  
Goliath with the shield bearer going before him drew near to David and he cursed and taunted the young shepherd.  

Goliath then yelled out, “Am I a dog that you should come to me with sticks?” he then cursed the young boy by his gods.  
He continued, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field.” 

Then David answered defiantly, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the ranks of Israel, Whom you have defied.  This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will smite you and cut off your head. In addition, I will give the corpses of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know there is a God in Israel.   And all this assembly shall know the Lord saves not with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you into our hands.” 

 Goliath enraged charged towards David who did not retreat but ran quickly towards the battle line to meet the Philistine.  He put his hand into his bag, took out a stone, and slung it.  The smooth stone struck Goliath and went deep into his forehead.  He fell on his face shaking the earth. 

Then David ran and stood over the Philistine, took out Goliath’s sword from its sheath, and killed him.  He cut off the giant’s head with it.  When the Philistines saw that their mighty champion was dead, they fled with Obed following close behind.

Then the men of Israel and Judah rose with a shout and chased the Philistines as far as Gath and the gates of Ekron. Therefore, the wounded Philistines fell along the way from Shaaraim as far as Gath and Ekron.  Obed fled into the city barely escaping with his life.
The next time Obed saw David was when David was king and fled for fear from Saul and sought refuge with King Achish in Gath.  

David escaped from Saul and went to King Achish of Gath.  But the officers of Achish were unhappy about his being there, “Isn’t this David, the king of the land?” they asked. “Isn’t he the one the people honor with dances, singing? 

Saul has killed his thousands and David his ten thousands’?” 

David heard these comments and was very afraid of what King Achish of Gath might do to him.  So he pretended to be insane, scratching on doors and drooling down his beard. 

Finally, King Achish said to his men, “Must you bring me a madman?  We already have enough of them around here!  Why should I let someone like this be my guest?”
Abimelech sent him away as David fooled him pretending to be insane.  On his way to a cave he wrote Psalm 34.
 I will praise the Lord at all times.  I will constantly speak his praises.  I will boast only in the Lord; let all who are helpless take heart. Come, let us tell of the Lord’s greatness; let us exalt his name together. 

 I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me.  He freed me from all my fears.  Those who look to him for help will be radiant with joy; no shadow of shame will darken their faces.

 In my desperation I prayed, and the Lord listened; he saved me from all my troubles.  For the angel of the Lord is a guard; he surrounds and defends all who fear him. 

  Taste and see that the Lord is good.  Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!
 Fear the Lord, you his godly people, for those who fear him will have all they need.
Even strong young lions sometimes go hungry, but those who trust in the Lord will lack no good thing. 

  Come, my children, and listen to me, and I will teach you to fear the Lord.  Does anyone want to live a life that is long and prosperous?  Then keep your tongue from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies!  Turn away from evil and do good.  Search for peace, and work to maintain it. 

  The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right; his ears are open to their cries for help.  But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil; he will erase their memory from the earth.  The Lord hears his people when they call to him for help.  He rescues them from all their troubles.  The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed. 

  The righteous person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue each time.  For the Lord protects the bones of the righteous; not one of them is broken! 

  Calamity will surely overtake the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be punished.  But the Lord will redeem those who serve him.  No one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.

 The next time Obed saw David was when he came to seek refuge from Saul.  This time he was well received and he was made a mercenary chieftain, given the border fortress city of Ziklag and charged with protecting Achish's southeastern flank facing the Judean and related clans in the Negeb.   David deceived Achish by reporting that he had been raiding Judean-occupied territory, when in reality he had been defending the Israelites by attacking their enemies and patrolling their frontier. 
 David thought to himself, "One of these days I will be destroyed by the hand of Saul. The best thing I can do is to escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will give up searching for me anywhere in Israel, and I will slip out of his hand."
So he and the six hundred men with him left and went over to Achish son of Maoch king of Gath. David and his men settled in Gath with Achish. Each man had his family with him, and David had his two wives: Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail of Carmel, the widow of Nabal. When Saul was told that David had fled to Gath, he no longer searched for him. 

 David said to Achish, "If I have found favor in your eyes, let a place be assigned to me in one of the country towns, that I may live there. Why should your servant live in the royal city with you?" 

 So on that day Achish gave him Ziklag, and it has belonged to the kings of Judah ever since.  David lived in Philistine territory a year and four months. 

Then David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites, the Girzites and the Amalekites. (From ancient times these peoples had lived in the land extending to Shur and Egypt.)  Whenever David attacked an area, he did not leave a man or woman alive, but took sheep and cattle, donkeys and camels, and clothes. Then he returned to Achish. 

When Achish asked, "Where did you go raiding today?"
 David would say, "Against the Negev of Judah" or "Against the Negev of Jerahmeel" or "Against the Negev of the Kenites."
He did not leave a man or woman alive to be brought to Gath, for he thought, they might inform on us and say - This is what David did. 

And such was his practice as long as he lived in Philistine territory.  

Achish trusted David and said to himself, "He has become so odious to his people, the Israelites, that he will be my servant forever."
David wrote Psalm 56 during his time in Gath:
   1 I will praise the Lord at all times.  I will constantly speak his praises.
 2 I will boast only in the Lord; let all who are helpless take heart.
 3 Come, let us tell of the Lord’s greatness; let us exalt his name together. 

 4 I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me.  He freed me from all my fears.
 5 Those who look to him for help will be radiant with joy; no shadow of shame will darken their faces.
 6 In my desperation I prayed, and the Lord listened; he saved me from all my troubles.
 7 For the angel of the Lord is a guard; he surrounds and defends all who fear him. 

 8 Taste and see that the Lord is good.  Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!
 9 Fear the Lord, you his godly people, for those who fear him will have all they need.
 10 Even strong young lions sometimes go hungry, but those who trust in the Lord will lack no good thing. 

 11 Come, my children, and listen to me, and I will teach you to fear the Lord.
 12 Does anyone want to live a life that is long and prosperous?
 13 Then keep your tongue from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies!
 14 Turn away from evil and do good.  Search for peace, and work to maintain it. 

 15 The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right; his ears are open to their cries for help.
 16 But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil; he will erase their memory from the earth.
 17 The Lord hears his people when they call to him for help.  He rescues them from all their troubles.
 18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed. 

 19 The righteous person faces many troubles, but the Lord comes to the rescue each time.
 20 For the Lord protects the bones of the righteous; not one of them is broken! 

 21 Calamity will surely overtake the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
 22 But the Lord will redeem those who serve him.  No one who takes refuge in him will be condemned.

During that time Obed learned about a wooden box and eventually his people captured the box the Israelites cherished and they brought it to the city.  That was Obed’s first encounter with the wooden box where the God of Israel lived.  

The God whose presence was in the box became angry.  Then He caused a plague and great panic because of the many deaths from that plague. 

God afflicted the people of the city, both small and great, and tumors or boils broke out on them.  The tumors buried deep into the flesh and were incurable causing the deaths. God spared Obed and his family from the plague and he did not know why.  But it did not affect him.  There was one thing for certain he had gained further respect for the wooden box and the God of Israel.
It was then he vowed to if possible serve and follow that box no matter what stood in his way.  God saw the desire of his heart.
Chapter 3 - a box

The Lord said to Moses, “Let the Children of Israel make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.   You will make it according to all that I show you, the pattern of the tabernacle or my dwelling, and the pattern of all the furniture of it.  

You will have Bezalel, son of Iri of the tribe Judah, and by Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan make Me an ark of acacia wood, an indestructible wood.  It will be 4.27 feet long, 2.56 feet wide and 2.56 feet high.

You will overlay the ark with pure gold, inside and out, and make a gold crown, a rim, or border, around its top.  

You will cast four gold rings and attach them to the four lower corners of it, two rings on either side.  You will make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold.  You will put the poles through the rings on the ark's sides, so you can carry it.  The poles will remain in the rings of the ark; you will not remove them from the rings and you will not touch the ark.

You will put inside the ark the Testimony the Ten Commandments that I will give you.  You will make a mercy seat a covering of pure gold, four feet long, and two and a half feet wide.  

You will make two cherubim winged angelic figures of solid hammered gold on the two ends of the mercy seat.  Make one cherub on each end, making the cherubim of one-piece with the mercy seat, on the two ends of it.  
The cherubim will spread out their wings above, covering the mercy seat with their wings, facing each other, and looking down toward the mercy seat.  
You will put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the Testimony the Ten Commandments that I will give you.

There I will meet with you and, from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are upon the ark of the Testimony, I will speak intimately with you of all which I will give you in commandment to the Israelites.”

Two years after the Israelites had left Egypt and as they rested at Mount Sinai, the ‘cloud’ moved.   This meant the Lord's presence had lifted from over the tabernacle of the Testimony.  

Moses had received a commandment from the Lord on the day they erected the tabernacle and the cloud of God's presence covered the tabernacle, that is, the Tent of the Testimony. 
In the evening, it was over the tabernacle, having the appearance of a pillar of fire until the morning.  The cloud constantly covered it by day and appearing as fire by night. 

     The Israelites journeyed whenever the cloud lifted from over the Tent and encamped in the place where the cloud rested. 

    At the Lord's command, the Israelites journeyed, and at His command, they encamped. As long as the cloud rested upon the tabernacle, they remained encamped.  When the cloud stopped, they did not advance. 

  When the Lord commanded they stopped and at His command they journeyed.   At the command of the Lord through Moses, they kept His charge. 

 They left from the mountain of the Lord, Mount Sinai, and the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them during the three days' journey to seek out a resting-place for them.   

Whenever the ark started Moses said, “Rise up, Lord; let your enemies be scattered; and let those who hate you flee before You.”  

When it rested he said, “Return, O Lord, to the ten thousand thousands in Israel.  God is already beginning to arise, and His enemies to scatter; let them also who hate Him flee before Him!  As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; as wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish before the presence of God.  However, let the uncompromisingly righteous be glad; let them be in high spirits and glory before God, yes, let them jubilantly rejoice!  

Sing to God, sing praises to His name, cast up a highway for Him Who rides through the deserts, His name is the Lord -- be in high spirits and glory before Him!

A father of the fatherless and a judge and protector of the widows is God in His holy habitation.  God places the solitary in families and gives the desolate a home in which to dwell; He leads the prisoners out to prosperity; but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

O God, when You went forth before Your people, when You marched through the wilderness.

The earth trembled, the heavens also poured down rain at the presence of God; yonder Sinai quaked at the presence of God, the God of Israel.  You, O God, did send a plentiful rain; You did restore and confirm Your heritage when it languished and was weary. Your flock found a dwelling place in it; You, O God, in Your goodness did provide for the poor and needy. 

The Lord gives the word of power; the women who bear and publish the news are a great host. The kings of the enemies' armies, they flee, they flee! She who tarries at home divides the spoil left behind.  Though you the slackers may lie among the sheepfolds in slothful ease, yet for Israel the wings of a dove are covered with silver, its pinions excessively green with gold are trophies taken from the enemy

When the Almighty scattered kings in the land, it was as when it snows on Zalmon, a wooded hill near Shechem.  Is Mount Bashan the high mountain of summits, Mount Bashan east of the Jordan the mount of God?   Why do you look with grudging and envy, you many-peaked mountains, at the mountain of the city called Zion that God has desired for His dwelling place? Yes, the Lord will dwell in it forever.

The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands upon thousands. The Lord is among them as He was in Sinai, so also in the Holy Place, the sanctuary in Jerusalem.  You have ascended on high.  You have led away captive a train of vanquished foes; You have received gifts of men, yes, of the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell there with them.

Blessed be the Lord, Who bears our burdens and carries us day by day, even the God Who is our salvation!  

God is to us a God of deliverances and salvation; and to God the Lord delivers us free from death and sets us free.  But God will shatter the heads of His enemies, the hairy scalp of such a one as goes on still in his trespasses and guilty ways.”
The Lord said, “I will bring back your enemies from Bashan; I will bring them back from the depths of the Red Sea.   That you may crush them, dipping your foot in blood, that the tongues of your dogs may have their share from the foe.”

“They see Your goings, O God, even the solemn processions of my God, my King, into the sanctuary in holiness.  The singers go in front, the players on instruments last; between them, the maidens are playing on tambourines. 

Bless, give thanks, and gratefully praise God in full congregations, even the Lord, O you who are from Jacob the fountain of Israel.  
There is little Benjamin in the lead in the procession, the princes of Judah and their company, the princes of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali.  Your God has commanded your strength your might in His service and impenetrable hardness to temptation. 
 O God, display Your might and strengthen what You have wrought for us! Out of respect for Your temple at Jerusalem kings shall bring gifts to You.  Rebuke the wild beasts dwelling among the reeds in Egypt, the herd of bulls, the leaders, with the calves of the peoples; trample underfoot those who lust for tribute money; scatter the peoples who delight in war.

Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall hasten to stretch out her hands with the offerings of submission to God.

Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, sing praises to the Lord!  Sing praises to Him Who rides upon the heavens, the ancient heavens; behold, He sends forth His voice, His mighty voice.  Ascribe power and strength to God; His majesty is over Israel, and His strength and might are in the skies.

O God, awe-inspiring, profoundly impressive, and You are terrible out of Your holy places.  The God of Israel Himself gives strength and fullness of might to His people.  Blessed be God!”

After Moses died, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, “Moses My servant is dead.  So now arise, take his place, and go over this Jordan into the Promised Land.  You and all the people go into the land that I am giving to you, the Israelites.  Every place upon which the sole of your foot shall tread, that have I given to you, as I promised Moses.”

Joshua got up early in the morning and they moved from Shittim and came to the Jordan.   He and all the Israelites lodged there before passing over.  

After three days, the officers went through the camp, commanding the people, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God being carried by the Levitical priests, get up from where you are and follow it.  You shall keep a space of about 1200 yards between you and it about and you must not come near it.  You will be able to see the ark and know the way you must go because you have not passed this way before.”

Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves that is separate yourselves for a special holy purpose because tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.”

Then Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the Ark of the Covenant and pass over before the people. And they took it up and went on before the people.”

The Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to magnify you in the sight of all Israel, so they may know that as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.  You shall command the priests who bear the Ark of the Covenant that when you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan.  You shall stand still in the Jordan.”

Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come near, hear the words of the Lord your God,” Joshua continued, “Hereby you shall know that the living God is among you and that He will surely drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites.  Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over before you into the Jordan! So now, take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe.  When the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the Lord of all the earth shall rest in the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan coming down from above shall be cut off and the waters shall stand in one heap.”

  The people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan as the priests bore the Ark of the Covenant before them.  

When the priests came to the Jordan, its banks were overflowing as it always did during the time of the harvest.  When they stepped into the river the waters that came down from above stood and rose up in a heap a long-distance at Adam located beside Zarethan. Then those waters that flowed down toward the Sea of Arabah, the Salt or Dead Sea, completely stopped.

The people passed over the river on dry ground opposite Jericho.  Meanwhile the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan.  They stood there until the entire nation finished passing over the Jordan.

Jericho was a fenced town with high walls and they closed the gates because of the Israelites; no one went out or came in.  

The Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho, its king and mighty men of valor, into your hands.  You shall march around the enclosure, all the men of war going around the city once.  This you shall do for six days.  Seven priests shall march before the ark carrying seven trumpets of rams' horns.   
On the seventh day, you shall march around the enclosure seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets.  When they make a long blast with the ram's horn and you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the enclosure shall fall down in its place and the people shall go up over it.”

They completely destroyed all that was in the city, man, woman, young, old, ox, sheep, and donkey.  They killed them all with the edge of the sword.
 The whole congregation of the Israelites assembled at Shiloh and set up the Tent of Meeting there; and they subdued the land before them. 
 Shiloh was 25 miles north of Jerusalem and the Tabernacle with the Arc of the Covenant inside remained there for 300 years.  They remained in victory most of that time but God found sin in the camp and things changed.

Israel went out to battle against the Philistines and encamped beside Ebenezer.  The Philistines encamped at Aphek.  They came against Israel and when the battle spread, they killed about 4,000 Israelis on the battlefield.

  When the Israelis troops come back into the camp their elders said, “Why has the Lord smitten us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord here from Shiloh.   He might come among us and save us from the power of our enemies.”  

Therefore, the people sent to Shiloh and brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, who dwells above the cherubim.  This was a sin of disobedience because they didn’t ask the Lord if they could bring it or did He tell them to do so.

The two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were with the ark of the covenant of God when it came into the camp.  All Israel shouted with a great shout so that the earth resounded.  

When the Philistines heard the noise they said, “What does this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” 

When they understood that the ark of the Lord had come into the camp, they were afraid and said, “God has come into the camp.  Woe to us! For such a thing has not happened before. Woe to us!  Who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty gods?  These are the gods that smote the Egyptians with every kind of plague in the wilderness.  Be strong, and acquit yourselves like men, O you Philistines, that you may not become servants to the Hebrews, as they have been to you.  Behave yourselves and fight like men!” 

They fought and defeated Israel who fled every man to his own home. There was a very great slaughter; for 30,000 foot soldiers of Israel fell.  They took the ark of God and Phinehas and Hophni the two sons of Eli the Priest were slain. 

A man of the tribe of Benjamin ran from the battle line and came to Shiloh that day.  His clothes were torn and dirt was on his head.  When the man told the news in the city, all the people cried out.   
When he arrived, Eli was sitting by the road watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God.  When he heard the noise of the crying he asked, “What is this uproar?” 

The man came in and told him the news about the arc.  He was 98 years old; his eyes were dim and he could not see. 

The man said to Eli, “I have come today as I fled from the battle.”

 Eli said, “How did it go, my son?”

The messenger replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter among the people. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the Ark of God is captured.”

When the man mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell off the seat backward by the side of the gate. His neck was broken and he died, for he was an old man and heavy.  He had judged Israel forty years.

His daughter-in-law, Phinehas' wife was about to deliver a child.  When she heard that the Philistines had captured the ark of God and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and gave birth.

The women attending her said to her, “Fear not as you bore a son,” but she did not answer or notice, as she died giving birth. 

Therefore, the woman attending her named the child Ichabod.   She said, “The glory is departed from Israel!  They captured the ark of God and her father-in-law and her husband are dead.  The glory is gone from Israel, for the ark of God has been taken.”

Chapter 4
The Philistines brought the ark of God from Ebenezer to Ashdod.  They took it into the house of Dagon and set it beside Dagon their idol.  When the people of Ashdod arose early, the next day Dagon had fallen upon his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord. 

They took Dagon and set him in his place again.  However, when they arose early the next morning Dagon had fallen again with his face on the ground as before.  His head and both the palms of his hands were laying cut off on the threshold.  Only the trunk of Dagon remained.  This is the reason neither the priests of Dagon nor any who come into Dagon's house tread on the threshold of Dagon.  

The hand of the Lord was heavy upon the people of Ashdod, He caused mice to spring up, and there was very deadly destruction.  He smote the people with very painful tumors or boils, in both Ashdod and its territory. 

The men of Ashdod were afraid and said, “The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with us, for His hand is heavy on us and on Dagon our god.”

Therefore, they sent and gathered all the lords of the Philistines and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?”

 The lords answered, “Let it be carried around to Gath.”

Therefore, they carried the ark of the God of Israel to Gath and the hand of the Lord was against the city causing an exceedingly great panic at the deaths from the plague. 
The God of Israel afflicted the people of the city, both small and great, and tumors or boils broke out on them.  Obed was among those that cried out to send the Ark of God to Ekron. 

As it came to Ekron, the people cried out, “They have brought the ark of the God of Israel to us to slay us and our people!”

 They assembled all the lords of the Philistines and said, “Send away the ark of the God of Israel and let it return to its own place.   Then it may not slay us and our people.” 

There was a deadly panic throughout the entire city as the hand of God was very heavy there. The men who had not died were stricken with very painful tumors or boils, and the cry of the city went up to Heaven.  The plague never touched Obed.
The ark of the Lord was in the country of the Philistines seven months.  

The Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, “What shall we do to the ark of the Lord?  Tell us how we can send it to its place.”

The priests answered, “If you send away the ark of the God of Israel, do not send it empty, but at least return to Him a guilt offering.  Then you will be healed and His hand will be removed and He will grant healing to you.”

The people said, “What shall be the guilt offering which we shall return to Him?”

 The diviners answered, “Five golden tumors and five golden mice, according to the number of the Philistine lords, for one plague is on you, even on your lords.  Therefore, you must make images of your tumors and of your mice that destroy the land, and give glory to the God of Israel.   

Perhaps He will take His hand off you, your gods, and your land.  Why then do you harden your hearts as did the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts?  He had done wonders and mocked them, did they not let the people go, and they left?  

Now then, make and prepare a new cart and two cows on which no yoke has ever come.  Yoke the cows to the cart, but take their calf’s home, away from them. Then take the ark of the Lord and place it on the cart, and put in a box.  Then at its side put the figures of gold that you are returning to Him as a guilt offering.  

Send the cart away and let it be gone then watch.  If the cows go straight to Beth-shemesh and leave their calf, which is against nature, He has done us this great evil.  But if they go back to their calf then we shall know that it was not His hand that struck us but it happened to us by chance.”

The men took two cows, yoked them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home.  They put the ark of the Lord on the cart and with it the box with the mice of gold and the images of their tumors.  
Then the cows went straight toward Beth-shemesh along the highway, mooing as they went, and turned not aside to the right or the left.  The Philistine lords followed them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh.  

The men of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley, and they lifted their eyes and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it.  
The cart came into the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh and stopped there. A great stone was there; and the men split up the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering to the Lord.  
The Levites took down the ark of the Lord and the box beside it in which were the figures of gold and put them on the great stone. Then the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices that day to the Lord.  

When the five lords of the Philistines saw it, they returned the same day to Ekron.  
These are the tumors of gold which the Philistines returned for a guilt offering to the Lord: one each for Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron; Also the mice of gold was according to the number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to the five lords, both fortified cities and country villages. 
The great stone, on which they set the ark of the Lord, remains as a witness in the field of Joshua of Beth-shemesh.  

The Lord slew seventy of the men of Beth-shemesh because they had looked into the ark of the Lord.   The people mourned because the Lord had made a great slaughter among them. 

The men of Beth-shemesh said, “Who is able to stand before the Lord, this holy God? And will He go away from us?” 

They sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the Lord. Come down and take it back with you.”

The men of Kiriath-jearim came, took the ark of the Lord, and brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill.   They consecrated Eleazar his son to have charge of the ark of the Lord.  They did not respect the arc and it remained in Kiriath-jearim for nearly 70 years.  It was under the control of the Philistines through Samuel's 20-year judgeship and Saul's 40-year reign, and ten years into David's reign when he decided to bring it to Jerusalem.  

He said, “Surely I will not enter my dwelling house or get into my bed.  I will not permit my eyes to sleep or my eyelids to slumber until I have found a place for the Lord and a habitation for the Mighty One of Jacob. 

Behold, at Ephratah we heard that they discovered the Ark.  We found it in the woods at Kiriath-jearim.  Let us go into His tabernacle; let us worship at His footstool.  

Arise, O Lord, to Your resting-place, You and the ark the symbol of Your strength.  Let Your priests be clothed with right living and right standing with God; and let Your saints shout for joy!  

For Your servant David's sake, turn not away the face of Your anointed and reject not Your own king.  The Lord swore to David in truth; He will not turn back from it:   One of the fruit of your body I will set upon your throne.  If your children will keep My covenant and My testimony that I shall teach them, their children also shall sit upon your throne forever.  

For the Lord has chosen Zion, He has desired it for His habitation.  This is My resting-place forever says the Lord; here will I dwell, for I have desired it.  I will surely and abundantly bless her provision; I will satisfy her poor with bread.  Her priests also will I clothe with salvation, and her saints shall shout aloud for joy.  
There will I make a horn spring forth and bud for David; I have ordained and prepared a lamp for My anointed fulfilling the promises of old.  His enemies will I clothe with shame, but upon himself shall his crown flourish.”

 David gathered 30,000 men of Israel and he went with all the people who were with him to Baale-judah Kiriath-jearim to bring up from there the ark of God.  

They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart.  

They brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, with the ark of God; and Ahio went before it.   

David did not inquire of Word of the Lord and did not know that the Priests should carry the ark. He should not have put it on a cart and he did the exact same thing as the sinful Philistines.

David and all the house of Israel played before the Lord with all their might, with songs, lyres, harps, tambourines, castanets, and cymbals. 

When they came to Nacon's threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled and shook it.  

The Lord became angry with Uzzah; and He killed him there for touching the ark, and he died there by the ark of God.  David was grieved and offended because the Lord had broken forth on Uzzah, and they called the place Perez-uzzah the breaking forth upon Uzzah. 

David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, “How can the ark of the Lord come to me?”

  David was not willing to take the ark of the Lord with him into the City of David; so he took it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite.

  “Search me, O God, and know my heart: Try me, and know my thoughts; 

  And see if there be any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.”

                                                     Psalm 139:1-60 
Chapter 5 - a change

Obed heard that David was bringing the Ark to Gath and was prepared.  He had consulted in those intervening years with Israelites who knew the Commandments of God.  He spent many hours studying the Commandments given to Moses and especially on how one should treat and care for the Ark of the Covenant.  

He met David at the gate of the city and showed him where to put the ark.  It remained in the house of Obededom three months, and the Lord blessed Obededom and his entire household.  

Obed ‘the servant who honors God in the right way’ they now called Obededom, as Edom is ‘one who causes to blush’.  
He made David blush for shame because David was afraid to receive the ark, whereas Obededom took it into his house without hesitation.  The entire time the Ark was in his house, Obededom lite a candle before it twice daily and early in the morning and again at evening.

The blessing which God blessed Obededom also included his children. His wife bore him eight sons.  Every one of his eight daughters-in-law bore children during the three months the ark remained with him.  Each of them had sextuplets a testimony of the blessings of God.  

Then someone told King David, "The LORD has blessed the house of Obededom because the Ark of God is in his house."

 David decided to go to Obededom's house, get the arc, and bring it to his City.   

He had many houses in the City of David, and he had prepared a place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for it. 

     David said, “None should carry the ark of God but the Levites, for the Lord chose them to carry the ark of God and to minister to Him forever.”   
He had searched the Scriptures and learned how they should carry the Ark.  If he had done that before a man would have not died.

When it came time to move the Ark to Jerusalem, Obededom had a choice.  He could stay where he was and live off his past relationship with God or move with the Ark of God.  He decided that he and his family would stay in God’s presence and improve that relationship.    
David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the Lord to its place, which he had prepared for it.  He gathered 862 Priests the sons of Aaron and six Levites. 

He said to them, “You are the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, both you and your brethren, that you may bring up the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel, to the place that I have prepared for it.  You bore it not as the Lord our God directed at first, so He broke forth on us.  We sinned and did not seek Him in the way He ordained.”

    The priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel.  The Levites carried it on their shoulders with the poles, as Moses commanded by the word of the Lord. 

David also told the chief Levites to appoint their brethren the singers with instruments of music--harps, lyres, and cymbals--to play loudly and lift their voices with joy.   

They chose three men chosen to play the cymbals, eight assistants to play small harps, and four played larger harps.

They appointed three singers to sound bronze cymbals and eight were to play harps that resembled guitars and set to the treble key.

Six men were to lead with lyres set to the bass note and one of those was Obededom. 

Chenaniah the leader of the Levites in singing they put in charge of carrying the ark and singing songs.  They chose him because of his skills and abilities. 

Seven priests blew the trumpets before the ark of God.

They also appointed four gatekeepers or temple guards and lo and behold, one was Obededom.  

When they all assembled David, the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the house of Obededom with joy. 

God helped the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord with a safe start and they offered seven bulls and seven rams.  David dressed in a robe of fine linen, as were the Levites who bore the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah, director of the music of the singers. David also wore an ephod a priestly upper garment of linen.  

All Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with shouting, sound of the cornet, trumpets, and cymbals, sounding aloud with harps and lyres. 

The people carrying the chest walked six steps, and then David sacrificed an ox and a choice cow.

He was dancing for the Lord with all his might, but he wore only a linen cloth.  He and everyone else were celebrating by shouting and blowing horns as they carried the arc.

 Saul's daughter Michal and David’s wife looked out her window and watched the arc as they brought it into David's City.  When she saw David jumping and dancing for the Lord, it disgusted her. 

They put the chest inside a tent that David had set up for it they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God. 

David finished offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings then he blessed the people in the name of the Lord. 

He divided to everyone of Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. 

He appointed Levites to minister before the ark of the Lord and to celebrate thanking and praising the Lord, the God of Israel. 

Asaph was the chief, next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, and Benaiah.  (There he is again) -- Obededom and Jeiel played the harps and lyres.  Asaph was to sound the cymbals, Benaiah, and Jahaziel the priests were to blow trumpets continually before the ark of the covenant of God.  

 It was on that day that David first entrusted to Asaph and his brethren to sing thanks to the Lord as their chief task.

They sang:

 “Give thanks to the Lord and pray to him. 
       Tell the nations what he has done.
  Sing to him; sing praises to him. 
       Tell about all his miracles.
  Be glad that you are his; 
       let those who seek the Lord be happy.
  Depend on the Lord and his strength; 
       always go to him for help.
  Remember the miracles he has done, 
       his wonders, and his decisions.
  You are the descendants of his servant, Israel; 
       you are the children of Jacob, his chosen people. 

  He is the Lord our God. 
       His laws are for all the world. 
  He will keep his agreement forever; 
       he will keep his promises always.
  He will keep the agreement he made with Abraham 
       and the promise he made to Isaac.
  He made it a law for the people of Jacob; 
       he made it an agreement with Israel to last forever.
  He said, "I will give the land of Canaan to you, 
       to belong to you." 

  Then God's people were few in number, 
       and they were strangers in the land. 
  They went from one nation to another, 
       from one kingdom to another.
  But he did not let anyone hurt them; 
       he warned kings not to harm them.
  He said, "Don't touch my chosen people, 
       and don't harm my prophets." 

  Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
       Every day tell how he saves us. 
  Tell the nations about his glory; 
       tell all peoples the miracles he does.
  The Lord is great; he should be praised. 
       He should be respected more than all the gods.
  All the gods of the nations are only idols, 
       but the Lord made the skies.
  He has glory and majesty; 
       he has power and joy in his Temple. 

  Praise the Lord, all nations on earth. 
       Praise the Lord's glory and power; 
  praise the glory of the Lord's name. 
    Bring an offering and come to him. 
       Worship the Lord because he is holy.
  Tremble before him, everyone on earth. 
       The earth is set, and it cannot be moved.
  Let the skies rejoice and the earth be glad. 
       Let people everywhere say, "The Lord is king!"
  Let the sea and everything in it shout; 
       let the fields and everything in them rejoice.
  Then the trees of the forest will sing 
       for joy before the Lord. 
       They will sing because he is coming to judge the world. 

  Thank the Lord because he is good. 
       His love continues forever. 
  Say to him, "Save us, God our Savior, 
       and bring us back and save us from other nations. 
    Then we will thank you 
       and will gladly praise you." 
  Praise the Lord, the God of Israel. 
       He always was and always will be.”


All the people said "Amen" and praised the Lord.

David left Asaph and his brethren before the ark of the covenant of the Lord to minister before the ark continually, as each day's work required. 

David also left Obededom and sixty-eight other Levites to serve with them. Hosah and Obededom son of Jeduthun were guards.

David left Zadok the priest and his brethren the priests before the tabernacle of the Lord in the high place that was at Gibeon. They offered burnt offerings to the Lord upon the altar of burnt offering.  They continued, morning and evening to do all that is written in the Law of the Lord which He commanded Israel. 

With them were Heman, Jeduthun, and the rest who they chose and expressly named to give thanks to the Lord, for His mercy and loving-kindness endure forever. With them were Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and cymbals for those who should sound aloud, and instruments for accompanying the songs of God. The sons of Jeduthun were to be at the gate. 

Then all the people left, each man to his house, and David returned home to bless his household. 

When David got home, Michal started yelling at him, "You were really great today!" she said, "You acted like a dirty old man, dancing around half-naked in front of your servants’ and slave-girls." 

David told her, "The Lord didn't choose your father or anyone else in your family to be the leader of his people. The Lord chose me, and I was celebrating in honor of Him.  I'll show you just how great I can be!  I'll even be disgusting to myself. But those slave-girls you talked about will still honor me!" 

Michal never had any children. 
Obededom became one of the custodians of the treasures in the House of God.  He passed along his faithfulness and love for the ark of God to his descendents.  

There was one of his descendants still in charge of the treasures many years later during the time of Amaziah reign over Judah.   

Amaziah had a divided heart and was unstable in all his ways.  When he defeated the Edomites, he brought their gods home and he began to worship them. 

God was angry and sent his Prophet, “Why have you sought after the gods of the Edomites that could not even deliver their own people out of your hand?”

  This is a warning to all believers that they should not leave God for other purposes.

Amaziah disrespected the Prophet and insulted him.

The Prophet answered, “I know that God determined to destroy you, because you have done this, and not listened to my counsel.”

Amaziah of Judah’s answer was to make war with Israel.  Joash the King of Israel defeated him. He found Obededom in charge of the treasuries of the House of God and brought him back with him to Israel.

Idol-worship and pride are the cause of the fall of many believers.  Obededom was not one of those and he set an example for all believers and non-believers to follow.

 1 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 

 2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

 3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 

 4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. 

 5 You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. 

 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 

 7 Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence? 

 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 

 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

 10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 

 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me 
       and the light become night around me," 

 12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
       the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. 

 13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 

 15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.  When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 

 16 your eyes saw my unformed body.  All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 

 17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!  How vast is the sum of them! 

 18 Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand.  When I awake, I am still with you. 

 19 If only you would slay the wicked, O God!  Away from me, you bloodthirsty men! 

 20 They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name. 

 21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD, and abhor those who rise up against you? 

 22 I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies. 

 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;   test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Psalm 139
Epilogue

Obed Edom yearned for the Lord and moved with God and His arc.  The wooden arc is symbolic of the Cross of Christ and His blood that He shed there for mankind.  

Obededom’s desire for the Lord caused him to do whatever it took to be close to the Lord.   He became a gatekeeper, a musician, and a doorkeeper for the Ark.   His need and love for the Lord plus his faithfulness caused God to bless him and promote him.     

He becomes a worship leader and is mentioned with Aspah the Chief Musician.   He and his 68 associates ministered regularly before the Lord in worship.  Yet, he continued to keep the gates.     

God blessed Obededom in ministry and his relationship with the Lord.  God also blessed his family.  

God gave him eight sons, and they and his grandsons worshiped the Lord.  The Lord blessed all of them.  There were 62 of them and they were all leaders, capable men, with strength to do the work assigned to them.

Obededom with his other duties was put him in charge of the Southgate and his sons were keepers of the storehouse.      

The story of Obededom is a great example of how a blood washed born again believer in the Cross of Jesus Christ should order their walk with their Saviour.  It should inspire all who are true believers to leave all Earthly ties and those sins that so easily beset them.  
“There is nothing that can be hid from the eyes of God, not even man's thoughts.”        

 Proverbs 15:12
You can make a change see the next page!!!
Your turn to follow the Cross!

The wooden box called the Arc of the Covenant or Ark of the Testimony is a type of the wooden cross of Calvary.  The Cross and the blood shed there by the Son of God, Jesus Christ, will make a change in your life.  The arc did it for Obededom and surely the Cross and Blood will do it for you!

God’s Love revealed – John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Man is Sinful – Romans 3:23

“Since all have sinned and are falling short of the honor and glory which God bestows and receives.”

Sin has a Penalty – Romans 6:23

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”;

Christ paid the penalty – Romans 5:8

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Salvation is a free gift – Ephesians 2:8-9

For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Christ is at your hearts door – Revelation 3:20

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”

We must receive Him -- John 1:12

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:”
I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.

I believe that Christ died in my place, paying the penalty for my sin;

I am willing to turn from my sin;

I now invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life as my personal savior;

I am willing, by God’s grace, to follow and obey Christ as the Lord of my life.

My Personal Decision;

On the ____ day of _________, I _____________________, received Jesus Christ as my personal Savior.

David captured Obededom’s heart in Psalm 111.
  Praise the Lord! 

   I will thank the Lord with all my heart
      as I meet with his godly people.   How amazing are the deeds of the Lord!
      All who delight in him should ponder them.
  Everything he does reveals his glory and majesty.
      His righteousness never fails.
  He causes us to remember his wonderful works.
      How gracious and merciful is our Lord!
  He gives food to those who fear him; he always remembers his covenant.
  He has shown his great power to his people by giving them the lands of other nations.  
  All he does is just and good, and all his commandments are trustworthy.
  They are forever true, to be obeyed faithfully and with integrity.
  He has paid a full ransom for his people.
      He has guaranteed his covenant with them forever.
      What a holy, awe-inspiring name he has!
  Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true wisdom.
      All who obey his commandments will grow in wisdom. 

   Praise him forever!

Obededom learned from David how to worship and praise the Lord to have a victorious walk with God.  Psalm 18 (page 15) and 56 (page 17) is a good place to start plus the following Psalms.

Psalm 18 – A prayer of thanksgiving and a good prayer life.

 1 I love you, O LORD, my strength. 

 2 The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. 
       He is my shield and the horn [of my salvation, my stronghold. 

 3 I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies. 

 4 The cords of death entangled me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me. 

 5 The cords of the grave coiled around me;   the snares of death confronted me. 

 6 In my distress I called to the LORD;         I cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears. 

 7 The earth trembled and quaked, and the foundations of the mountains shook; they trembled because he was angry. 

 8 Smoke rose from his nostrils; consuming fire came from his mouth, burning coals blazed out of it. 

 9 He parted the heavens and came down;     dark clouds were under his feet. 

 10 He mounted the cherubim and flew; he soared on the wings of the wind. 

 11 He made darkness his covering, his canopy around him—the dark rain clouds of the sky. 

 12 Out of the brightness of his presence clouds advanced, with hailstones and bolts of lightning. 

 13 The LORD thundered from heaven; the voice of the Most High resounded.  

 14 He shot his arrows and scattered the enemies, great bolts of lightning and routed them. 

 15 The valleys of the sea were exposed and the foundations of the earth laid bare at your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of breath from your nostrils. 

 16 He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters. 

 17 He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes, who were too strong for me. 

 18 They confronted me in the day of my disaster, but the LORD was my support. 

 19 He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me. 

 20 The LORD has dealt with me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my hands he has rewarded me. 

 21 For I have kept the ways of the LORD; 
       I have not done evil by turning from my God. 

 22 All his laws are before me; I have not turned away from his decrees. 

 23 I have been blameless before him and have kept myself from sin. 

 24 The LORD has rewarded me according to my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight. 

 25 To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 

 26 to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd. 

 27 You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. 

 28 You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; my God turns my darkness into light. 

 29 With your help I can advance against a troop; with my God I can scale a wall. 

 30 As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless.  He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. 

 31 For who is God besides the LORD?  And who is the Rock except our God? 

 32 It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. 

 33 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he enables me to stand on the heights. 

 34 He trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 

 35 You give me your shield of victory, and your right hand sustains me; you stoop down to make me great. 

 36 You broaden the path beneath me, so that my ankles do not turn. 

 37 I pursued my enemies and overtook them; I did not turn back till they were destroyed. 

 38 I crushed them so that they could not rise; they fell beneath my feet. 

 39 You armed me with strength for battle; you made my adversaries bow at my feet. 

 40 You made my enemies turn their backs in flight, and I destroyed my foes. 

 41 They cried for help, but there was no one to save them—to the LORD, but he did not answer. 

 42 I beat them as fine as dust borne on the wind; I poured them out like mud in the streets. 

 43 You have delivered me from the attacks of the people; you have made me the head of nations; people I did not know are subject to me. 

 44 As soon as they hear me, they obey me; foreigners cringe before me. 

 45 They all lose heart; they come trembling from their strongholds. 

 46 The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock!  Exalted be God my Savior! 

 47 He is the God who avenges me, who subdues nations under me, 

 48 who saves me from my enemies. You exalted me above my foes; from violent men you rescued me. 

 49 Therefore I will praise you among the nations, O LORD;  I will sing praises to your name. 

 50 He gives his king great victories; he shows unfailing kindness to his anointed, to David and his descendants forever.
Psalm 52 – Prayer in a time of harm.

 1 Why do you boast of evil, you mighty man?  Why do you boast all day long, you who are a disgrace in the eyes of God? 

 2 Your tongue plots destruction; it is like a sharpened razor, you who practice deceit. 

 3 You love evil rather than good, falsehood rather than speaking the truth. 
       Selah 

 4 You love every harmful word, O you deceitful tongue! 

 5 Surely God will bring you down to everlasting ruin: 
       He will snatch you up and tear you from your tent; he will uproot you from the land of the living. 
       Selah 

 6 The righteous will see and fear; they will laugh at him, saying, 

 7 "Here now is the man who did not make God his stronghold but trusted in his great wealth and grew strong by destroying thers!" 

 8 But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I trust in God's unfailing love for ever and ever. 

 9 I will praise you forever for what you have done; in your name I will hope, for your name is good. 
       I will praise you in the presence of your saints.

Psalm 54 – Use it in the time of any problem and ‘take it to the Lord in prayer.’

1 Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might. 

 2 Hear my prayer, O God; listen to the words of my mouth. 

 3 Strangers are attacking me; ruthless men seek my life—men without regard for God. 
       Selah 

 4 Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me. 

 5 Let evil recoil on those who slander me; in your faithfulness destroy them. 

 6 I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you;   I will praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 

 7 For he has delivered me from all my troubles, and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes.

Psalm 57 – Trust in the Lord during the time of trouble.

 1 Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me, for in you my soul takes refuge.  I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings until the disaster has passed. 

 2 I cry out to God Most High, to God, who fulfills {his purpose} for me. 

 3 He sends from heaven and saves me, rebuking those who hotly pursue me; 
       Selah 
       God sends his love and his faithfulness. 

 4 I am in the midst of lions; I lie among ravenous beasts—men whose teeth are spears and arrows,  whose tongues are sharp swords. 

 5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth. 

 6 They spread a net for my feet—I was bowed down in distress.  They dug a pit in my path—but they have fallen into it themselves. 
       Selah 

 7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make music. 

 8 Awake, my soul!  Awake, harp and lyre!  I       I will awaken the dawn. 

 9 I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the peoples. 

 10 For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 

 11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be over all the earth.

Psalm 59 – Proclaim His Name and receive strength and His defense.

1 Deliver me from my enemies, O God; protect me from those who rise up against me. 

 2 Deliver me from evildoers and save me from bloodthirsty men. 

 3 See how they lie in wait for me!  Fierce men conspire against me for no offense or sin of mine, O LORD. 

 4 I have done no wrong, yet they are ready to attack me.  Arise to help me; look on my plight! 

 5 O LORD God Almighty, the God of Israel, rouse yourself to punish all the nations; show no mercy to wicked traitors. 
       Selah 

 6 They return at evening, snarling like dogs, and prowl about the city. 

 7 See what they spew from their mouths—they spew out swords from their lips, and they say, "Who can hear us?" 

 8 But you, O LORD, laugh at them; you scoff at all those nations. 

 9 O my Strength, I watch for you; you, O God, are my fortress, 
10 my loving God.  God will go before me and will let me gloat over those who slander me. 

 11 But do not kill them, O Lord our shield, or my people will forget.  In your might make them wander about, and bring them down. 

 12 For the sins of their mouths, for the words of their lips, let them be caught in their pride.  For the curses and lies they utter, 

 13 consume them in wrath, consume them till they are no more.  Then it will be known to the ends of the earth that God rules over Jacob. 
       Selah 

 14 They return at evening,  snarling like dogs, and prowl about the city. 

 15 They wander about for food and howl if not satisfied. 

 16 But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my refuge in times of trouble. 

 17 O my Strength, I sing praise to you; you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God.

Psalm 142 – Pour out your complaints and troubles to God.

1 I cry aloud to the LORD; I lift up my voice to the LORD for mercy. 

 2 I pour out my complaint before him; before him I tell my trouble. 

 3 When my spirit grows faint within me, it is you who know my way.  In the path where I walk men have hidden a snare for me. 

 4 Look to my right and see; no one is concerned for me.  I have no refuge; no one cares for my life. 

 5 I cry to you, O LORD; I say, "You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living." 

 6 Listen to my cry, for I am in desperate need; rescue me from those who pursue me, for they are too strong for me. 

 7 Set me free from my prison, that I may praise your name.  Then the righteous will gather about me because of your goodness to me.

Obededom in the Scriptures

 King James Version

1. 2 Samuel 6:10
So David would not remove the ark of the LORD unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite.
2 Samuel 6:9-11 (in Context) 2 Samuel 6 (Whole Chapter) 

2. 1 Chronicles 13:13
So David brought not the ark home to himself to the city of David, but carried it aside into the house of Obededom the Gittite.
1 Chronicles 13:12-14 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 13 (Whole Chapter) 
3. 2 Samuel 6:11
And the ark of the LORD continued in the house of Obededom the Gittite three months: and the LORD blessed Obededom, and all his household.
2 Samuel 6:10-12 (in Context) 2 Samuel 6 (Whole Chapter) 

4. 1 Chronicles 13:14
And the ark of God remained with the family of Obededom in his house three months. And the LORD blessed the house of Obededom, and all that he had.
1 Chronicles 13:13-14 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 13 (Whole Chapter) 
5. 2 Samuel 6:12
And it was told king David, saying, The LORD hath blessed the house of Obededom, and all that pertained unto him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obededom into the city of David with gladness.
2 Samuel 6:11-13 (in Context) 2 Samuel 6 (Whole Chapter) 
6. 1 Chronicles 15:18
And with them their brethren of the second degree, Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obededom, and Jeiel, the porters.
1 Chronicles 15:17-19 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 15 (Whole Chapter) 
7. 1 Chronicles 15:21
And Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obededom, and Jeiel, and Azaziah, with harps on the Sheminith to excel.
1 Chronicles 15:20-22 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 15 (Whole Chapter) 
8. 1 Chronicles 15:24
And Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, and Nethaneel, and Amasai, and Zechariah, and Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, did blow with the trumpets before the ark of God: and Obededom and Jehiah were doorkeepers for the ark.
1 Chronicles 15:23-25 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 15 (Whole Chapter) 
9. 1 Chronicles 15:25
So David, and the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the house of Obededom with joy.
1 Chronicles 15:24-26 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 15 (Whole Chapter) 
10. 1 Chronicles 16:5
Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eliab, and Benaiah, and Obededom: and Jeiel with psalteries and with harps; but Asaph made a sound with cymbals;
1 Chronicles 16:4-6 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 16 (Whole Chapter) 
11. 1 Chronicles 16:38
And Obededom with their brethren, threescore and eight; Obededom also the son of Jeduthun and Hosah to be porters:
1 Chronicles 16:37-39 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 16 (Whole Chapter) 
12. 1 Chronicles 26:4
Moreover the sons of Obededom were, Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, and Sacar the fourth, and Nethaneel the fifth.
1 Chronicles 26:3-5 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 26 (Whole Chapter) 
13. 1 Chronicles 26:8
All these of the sons of Obededom: they and their sons and their brethren, able men for strength for the service, were threescore and two of Obededom.
1 Chronicles 26:7-9 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 26 (Whole Chapter) 
14. 1 Chronicles 26:15
To Obededom southward; and to his sons the house of Asuppim.
1 Chronicles 26:14-16 (in Context) 1 Chronicles 26 (Whole Chapter) 
15. 2 Chronicles 25:24
And he took all the gold and the silver, and all the vessels that were found in the house of God with Obededom, and the treasures of the king's house, the hostages also, and returned to Samaria.
2 Chronicles 25:23-25 (in Context) 2 Chronicles 25 (Whole Chapter) 










