The Believer’s Standing and State
A believers standing/position and state/walk is very important to understand.  When one accepts by faith Jesus Christ and Him Crucified then their standing/position is perfect from that very moment.  What exactly does that mean that ones position is perfect?  There is no such thing as one being partly saved, as there are only two kinds of people on planet Earth and that is the saved and unsaved.  In other words, one cannot be a little bit saved.  The work of Christ is perfect and complete from the very moment one believes by faith in Christ and Him Crucified. Nothing can be added in the smallest degree to this title of favor with God or to ones perfect security. Through faith alone in Jesus Christ and Him Crucified this standing before God is given.  Before Him, the weakest believer has precisely the same title as the most illustrious saint.  I am not talking about Eternal Security - once saved always saved - as some teach as one always has a free will.  One can loose that standing if they stop believing and transfer their faith from Jesus Christ and Him Crucified to something else.

The components of standing/position are Salvation, Sanctification, and Justification:

* Salvation-saved-Born again:

- Acts 16:30–31 “Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 

- John 3:1-7 - “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

* Sanctification - Sanctification is a state of separation unto God where all believers enter into this state when they are born of God.

- 1 Corinthians 1:30 - “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption”.

- Hebrews 10:10 - “And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

- John, chapter 17 in verse 16 the Lord says, “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world,” and this is before His request: “Sanctify them in the truth: Thy word is truth.”

I am not saying that sanctification is a second work of God because I believe in progressive sanctification.  I will talk abut it later.

* Justification is God's act of removing the guilt and penalty of sin while at the same time declaring a sinner righteous through Christ and Him Crucified.  Righteousness from God is credited to the sinner's account through faith alone, without works.  God declares them not guilty.

Justification comes from the Greek word ‘dikaiosis’ an act of God that declares one free from guilt and acceptable unto Himself (God) therefore accounting righteousness unto them.

We often get confused over the difference between sanctification and justification.  God cannot declare one ‘not guilty’ (justification) until they are cleansed from all sin and made pure and holy by the blood of Christ (sanctification).  When one accepts forgiveness (salvation) from Jesus then sanctification makes a saved person not guilty.  Justification at the time of salvation declares a saved person not guilty.

God does not stop with just forgiving one.  He justifies and declares them not guilty.  He wipes the slate clean as though one had never sinned.  Since He is God He can erase the whole thing declaring one not guilty.

Sanctification cleanses while justification erases and one starts out with a clean slate and there is no record of their sins.

Romans 3:24-26, 28 - “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus Whom God hath set forth﻿ to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”

“That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”  Titus 3:7

“That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." Romans 10:8-11

“But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished- he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  Romans 3:21-26

"And such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God." 
1 Cor. 6:11

“When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.” John 19:30   There is nothing that we can to it - it is finished!

A believers state/walk - Progressive sanctification:

Progressive sanctification is what gradually separates one who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ and Him Crucified from the world and makes them more and more like Jesus Christ.

As we grow in grace, we are gradually – but steadily – changing to be more like Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18). This occurs in a process of daily spiritual renewal (Colossians 3:10). The apostle Paul himself was being sanctified even as he ministered to others. Paul claimed that he had not reached perfection, but that he “pressed on” to attain everything Christ desired for him (Philippians 3:12).  This walk can only be accomplished if one keeps their faith in Jesus Christ and Him Crucified.  If one puts their faith in any other process or work (good or bad), they will hinder the Holy Spirit working in their lives.

Some teach that one must leave the Cross and move onto Resurrection but nowhere does the Word teach that one is saved or sanctified by the Resurrection.  Salvation or any other gift of God is only obtained by placing ones faith in the blood shed by Jesus on the Cross - the Perfect Lamb (sacrifice).

Others teach that praying, fasting, church attendance, water baptism, witnessing, etc. will bring sanctification.  All believers should do such things but they will not bring salvation or sanctification to them.  Any ritual, penance, church doctrine or works of the flesh by ones will or intellect will not bring sanctification in fact they will eventually lead one to fall away from the faith.

One believer’s state or walk is not the same as every other child of God.  Some believers are consistently walking in the Spirit; others are often walking in the flesh. Some believers are carnal and others are spiritual. Some are trusting in what Jesus did on the Cross-while others are trusting in SELF.

 The Apostle Paul found out that he could not overcome sin by trusting in self or the Law in Romans 6 & 7.  “For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 15 For that which I do I allow﻿ ﻿ not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body﻿ of this death? 25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”  Romans 7:14-25

Progressive Sanctification can be seen in the life of Jacob as his very name suggests "deceiver," is renamed by God as "Israel" -- "one who has struggled with God.  Jacob is like believers -- with very human strengths and weaknesses, but a man with a striving for spiritual things. From this imperfect man we learn important lessons of faith.  Especially, we learn about God's grace.  The events described in Jacob's story comprise most of Genesis chapters 25-49.


God’s work in sanctification involves all three members of the Trinity. God the Father is constantly at work in His children “to will and to work for His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13). He changes our desires, making us want to please Him, and He empowers us to do so. Jesus earned our sanctification on the cross and, in essence, has become our sanctification (1 Corinthians 1:30) and the “perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). The Holy Spirit is the primary agent of our sanctification (1 Corinthians 6:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2), and He is the one who produces in us the fruit of sanctification (Galatians 5:22-23).

Taken from JSM ‘Word for Every Day”

The Apostle John makes it clear that we will never be totally free from sin in this life (1 John 1:8-10). Thankfully, the work God has begun in us He will finish (Philippians 1:6)

When we continually keep our faith in Jesus Christ and what he did on the Cross our state/walk will progress closer to our position/standing.  The final stage of sanctification occurs in the future. When believers die, their spirits go to be with Christ (2 Corinthians 5:6-8). Since nothing unclean can enter heaven (Revelation 21:27), we must be made perfect at that point. The sanctification of the whole person—body, soul, and spirit—will finally be complete when the Lord Jesus returns and we receive glorified bodies (Philippians 3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:35-49).
The following is taken from JSM - ‘Word for Every Day’:

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1). 

How does the Believer “walk after the Spirit” and “not after the flesh”?

Most Believers have it in their mind that “walking after the Spirit” (Holy Spirit) is doing spiritual things. It isn’t!  At least not in that manner.

At a prayer meeting some time ago, I asked those assembled what “walking after the Spirit” actually meant. The answers were typical.

One said that it was reading several Chapters of the Bible each day. Another said that is was praying so much each day. Another mentioned witnessing to souls. All of the answers were in that vein.

No! The doing of spiritual things is not what Paul was talking about when he mentioned “walking after the Spirit.”

So what does it mean?

First of all, the word “walk” refers to the manner in which we order our behavior regarding our life and living. To “walk after the Spirit” refers to the manner in which this is done.

How is it done?

The “Spirit,” of course, is the Holy Spirit. The Passage refers to the manner in which He operates. We find that in the next Verse, Romans 8:2. To be brief, the manner in which the Holy Spirit works concerns the parameters of the Finished Work of Christ. In other words, He works exclusively within the confines of the Cross of Christ. For a person to “walk after the Spirit,” that person must therefore exhibit Faith in Christ and the Cross, and do so exclusively. That’s what “walking after the Spirit” actually means.

Reading one’s Bible, prayer, witnessing, and all such like things are, of course, very helpful to the Child of God, and are things in which every true Believer will frequently engage. However, those things should be a result of walking after the Spirit instead of the cause. In fact, they cannot be the cause.

Conversely, if we “walk after the flesh,” this means that we are placing our faith in something other than the Cross of Christ. And it really doesn’t matter what the other thing might be. In fact, most of the those things other than the Cross in which Believers place their faith are generally good things, and that’s what deceives us. They are “good,” so we think the doing of them should merit us something with God or else should bring some type of victory.

Let it ever be understood:

The only way the Child of God truly can have victory and walk after the Spirit is to constantly exhibit Faith in Christ and what Christ did at the Cross. But problematically, most Believers are not content to do that; they rather want to do something else—and the something else always constitutes “walking after the flesh,” which always brings defeat.

When one truly begins to “walk after the Spirit,” doing so on a constant basis, which all can do, then the “more abundant life” promised by Christ, definitely given at conversion, will then be totally and completely enjoyed (Jn. 10:10).
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